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I.  Personal Matters (1:1-14) 
  A. Paul’s Greeting (1:1, 2) 
  B. Paul’s Thankfulness (1:3-8) 
  C. Paul’s Prayer (1:9-14) 

II. Doctrinal Instructions (1:15-2:23) 
  A. About Christ’s Deity (1:15-23) 
  B. About Paul’s Ministry (1:24-2:7) 
  C. About False Philosophy (2:8-23) 

III. Practical Exhortation (3:1-4:18) 
  A. Christian Conduct (3:1-17) 
  B. Christian Speech (4:2-6) 
  C. Christian Friends (4:7-18) 

Outline of Colossians 

 1. Domain of darkness—kingdom of His Son 

 2. Alienated & hostile in mind, evil deeds—reconciled, holy & blameless, beyond reproach 

 3. Dead in trespasses & sins—alive with Christ, sins forgiven 

 4. Indebted to decrees—certificate of debt canceled 

 5. Inflated by fleshly mind—holding fast to Christ 

 6. Life hidden with Christ—when He is revealed so are we 

 7. Once walked in desires of flesh—now put the off 

 8. Have laid aside old man—have put on new man


